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Abstact

This study investigated the specialisations as well as the intra and inter-institutional sources of
information of agricultural scientists in Nigeria. The study used a multi-stage sampling procedure to
select 172 agricultural scientists from 11 agricultural research institutes in Nigeria. The results indicate
that more than one third of the agricultural scientists are agronomists/plant protectionists while
meteorologists and social science based experts constitute about six percent. The major intra-
institutional information sources, in descending order are: notice boards, bulletins, circulars,
memoranda and journals. The prominent inter-institutional information sources, also, in descending
order are: journals, newsletters, meetings, bulletins and conferences. Agricultural scientists, generally,
lack access to current information technologies in their research institutes.

1.0 Introduction

The belief in the efficacy of knowledge as a precondition for increased agricultural productivity in
Nigeria is evident in the establishment of many agricultural research institutes in the country. To date,
there are 18 national agricultural research institutes that generate technologies aimed at reducing the
drudgeries of labour and increasing the productivity of Nigerian farmers. The 18 agricultural institutes,
which are located in different parts of the country, cover four agricultural sub-sectors: arable crops,
forestry and tree crops, livestock and fisheries and related activities (extension, storage and industrial
research). Scientists of various disciplines are, therefore, employed with the objective of applying a
wide variety of scientific disciplines to the development of new approaches to agricultural production
and to proffer solutions to farmers’ problems.

Generally, the information available to the scientists provides, at least, a minimum basis for the
achievement of increased agricultural productivity. Information is, therefore, a vital resource for job
performance of the scientists. According to Rogers and Kincaid (1981), information mediates
individual's interaction with the environment. Information also performs certain organisational functions.
The three common functions are production, innovation and maintenance. The production function is
directed towards the achievement of the organization’s output or production goals. Production
messages are those that direct, coordinate and regulate the activities of the organization's members
to bring about the desired results. This type of information involves the work done, the work to be done
and problems associated with the work. In the agricultural research institutes, information of this nature
includes policy statement, research mandate, research strategy/plans, procedures and rules for

organisational set-up.
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